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it, as from a state of base and servile villanage.
Thus the very tenure and condition, by which life
and all its possessions are held, undergo a total
change : our faculties and powers are now our own :
whatever we have is regarded rather as a property,
than as a trust; or, if there still exist the remem-
brance of some paramount claim, we are satisfied
with an occasional acknowledgment of a nominal
right; we pay our pepper-corn, and take our estates
to ourselves in full and free enjoyment.
Hence it is that so little sense of responsibility
seems attached to the possession of high rank, or
splendid abilities, or affluent fortunes, or other means
or instruments of usefulness. *The instructive ad-
monitions, " Give an account of thy stewardship,11
—" occupy till I come;" are forgotten. Or if it be
acknowledged by some men of larger views than
ordinary, that a reference is to be had to some
principle superior to that of our own gratification,
it is, at best, to the good of society, or to the wel-
fare of our families: and even then the obligations
resulting from these relations are seldom enforced
on us by any higher sanctions than those of family
comfort, and of worldly interest or estimation. Be-
sides, what multitudes of persons are there, people
without families, in private stations, or of a retired
turn, to whom they are scarcely held to apply I
and what multitudes of cases to whi'ch it would be
thought unnecessary scrupulosity to extend them!
Accordingly we find in fact, that the generality of
mankind among the higher order, in the formation
of their schemes, in the selection of their studies, in
the choice of their place of residence, in the employ-
ment and. distribution of their time, in their thoughts,
conversation, and amusements, are considered as
being at liberty, if there be no actual vice, to consult
in the main their Own gratification,
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